Making a Classification Key

Name________________________________________  Date_____ Class Hour____
Learning Target: St 2 Obj. 2b. Develop a classification system based on observed structural characteristics. 

Introduction:  Scientists make classification keys to help them name living things.  The keys describe the organisms and give the scientific names.  In this activity you will make a classification key for some living creatures.

Procedure:

Step 1 Identify:  Look closely and observe the living things to be classified below. Notice any unique structural characteristics or features that would make each living thing similar or different from the rest.

Step 2 Classify: After studying and observing the items for similarities and differences in structure, begin separating items that are different and placing similar items into a group together. Begin by simply dividing the whole group into two main groups and then those two new groups into two more and so on…….  

You should write the number of the creatures or things that you place together in each new group to avoid the error of placing one item in more than one group. Finish constructing a branching diagram on back to illustrate your groups.  Keep going until each creature or thing is by itself.  

Step 3 Name: In this step you name each of the items you classified or grouped on the diagram on back. After a name is given you need to 

develop a dichotomous key so that others may know what your newly discovered items are. (Note: the key is started on back).
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(Note: the key is started you need to finish it)
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1.  




…………………………

…………………………

2.  



  
…………………………

…………………………

3.  




…………………………

…………………………

4.  




…………………………

…………………………

5.  




…………………………

…………………………

6.  




…………………………

…………………………

7.  




…………………………

…………………………
� EMBED Unknown  ���











� EMBED Unknown  ���









































All Living Creatures 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7 and 8
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